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My research story, 
how it made me…



First Research 
Project 

• I started research in 1990 with Anne Lowell

• I needed to go through this to give message for our people,  
about who we are. 

• This research was like a balloon going up, I could see Yolŋu 
way, Yolŋu measurement, collective impact in Yolŋu terms



Second Research 
Project 

With Danielle Campbell

On nutrition program, what nutrition means in Yolŋu lens



Kinship relates our value and guides our elements through people, land and the sea. 
Gurruṯu brings us as a researcher to meet and understand one another what is our real aim to our community
Song alliance and ceremony that also brings all tribes and different languages into one people (Dhuwa and Yirritja 
moieties)   



Monitoring and Evaluation 
Yolŋu way



Monitoring 
...is a practice which Yolŋu are always engaged in as part of everyday collective life, 
assessing and caring for children, helping ceremony to happen and working together in 
various different ways. 

Nhaltjan ŋali dhu djäga ga marŋgithirri ga waŋgany-manapan, litjalaŋgal wäŋaŋur? (How 
will we (you and I) act with care, and learn, and come together, in our place? ) 

... and involves specific assessment of certain qualities or attributes as they emerge or 
are further developed in a variety of aspects of community life. 

I’m looking at monitoring is the way that ‘How we monitor our environment, in 
ceremony, in workplaces, in family and also in the community’. That’s how I understand 
for monitoring, like in 3 ways like Safety, Learning & Education, and Wellbeing. 



Evaluation 

While monitoring involves ongoing practices of finding out and checking in around work that is 
happening, ‘evaluation’ helps to specify a way of seeing that accompanies monitoring, allowing the 
stories emerging from this research to be read and arranged in productive ways. 

Or more strongly, it is to do with a moment where what has been done is also seen by a broader 
Yolŋu polity and be known as having been achieved. This involves not just Balanda seeing and 
recognising something has been done, but also having this recognised by Yolŋu. 

Nhaltjan nhe ga nhäma nhokal communityŋur Yolŋuny ngalapalnha ga djamarrkuli’, worruŋuny
miyalknha, worruŋuny dirramuny, even ŋunha buŋgulŋur. 

(How do you see within your community [not what do you see in your community, but how do you do 
the work of seeing] senior Yolŋu and children, old women and old men, and even in the ceremonial 
practice.)



• Balanda departments don’t know about landmarks in both areas (Dhuwa and Yirritja)

• Yolngu people know because its been created by a spiritual being that connects through dancing and through 

paintings and that’s how Yolngu TOs know about what there is and how to correct it 



Gakal

“That child was called vulnerable by 
police, by the services…”



Galawarra homeland, Galiwin’ku

The outcome of research, monitoring 
and evaluation is healthy Yolŋu 
children and country



Yolŋu qualification/ education 

• We understand our steps and our levels 

• Go through process where they get that achievement, and 
the elders promote them 

• dalkaramirr

• dämbu-ŋarramirr

• Ŋurru-dhawaŋu

• This is invisible for balanda 

• Now doing Yolŋu pathway…



Qualification/ 
education with 

Yolŋu



Carrying that knowledge and wisdom 
of the cultural perspective in Yolŋu 

common ground…



Warraw’

https://youtu.be/dgto8sEiWXA



Yolŋu yothu dhukarr


