


Yolngu Language and Diplomacy

Joy Bulkanhawuy  Breanda Mutha Helen Gandagu Monpunu Gumbula Gawura Wanambi

Engaging Governance Workshop
December 2023



B CHARLES

6D DR, , ,
V" AUSTRALIA Three Yolnu concepts in practice:
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SOCIETY Wa rra W'

First Nations Sovereignty
and Diplomacy Centre

First Nations Law, Policy, Culture, Values First Mulka’

Wata

Warraw’— temporary ceremonial shelters where the owners of a particular landscape enact ancestral
knowledges under the guidance and supervision of their guardians and custodians.

Wata - seasonal winds that explain how each group of Yolnu recognises its place in the world through
understanding the winds and breezes that come to them from other places. It talks about being in place
and meeting others through connections among places.

Mulka'— a space where Yolnu elders and emerging generations comfortably sit, support each other, and
work respectfully with mindfulness of reciprocal care.
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New ways of learning... o cuumes
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Dianne Buchanan reads Limurru Marngithirrina Yolnuwa

Mathawa, an LPC resource, with her students.

Image cot

Walalipa Gondarra presents Bipa Sheppy with a gift for
his years of service to the school and the
Image courtesy and © Kevin Davis, 1970.







Warraw’ - a temporary ceremonial shelter where the owners

of a particular landscape enact knowledges under the

guidance and supervision of their guardians and custodians.
https://indigenousdiplomacy.cdu.edu.au/exhibit-01/
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CDU Vice-Chancellor’s Advisory Committee - an advisory group
providing advice on the strategic development and advancement of the
university.

11



Yolnu levels of qualification

Nurru — dhawalanu (custodian
of law)

Balanda levels of qualification

Professor

Dambu-narramirr (supervisor)

Associate Professor

Dalkaramirr/ Djirrikaymirr
(carries out ceremonies)

Senior Research Fellow

Gon-gamanunkumirr (painter)
Gumurr-dhukunmirr (carver)
Gon-djekulu (gathering and
sharing information)

Research Fellow

Nurru — dhawalanu (leads
dancing)

Research Associate
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Language is crucial in Indigenous diplomacy,
reconciliation and discussions concerning

treaties
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