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Yolngu Diplomacy – the ancestral and new relationship

Joy Bulkanhawuy     Nyomba Gandaŋu     Mongunu Gumbula    Gawura Wanambi

Day3 Engaging Governance Workshop

5 October 2022
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Joy Bulkanhawuy

Yolngu Diplomacy – the ancestral and new relationship
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Warraw’ - a temporary ceremonial shelter where the owners 

of a particular landscape enact knowledges under the 

guidance and supervision of their guardians and custodians.
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CDU Vice-Chancellor’s Advisory Committee - an 

advisory group providing advice on the strategic 

development and advancement of the university.
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Balanda levels of qualification

Professor

Associate Professor

Senior Research Fellow

Research Fellow 

Research Associate 

Yolŋu levels of qualification 

Ŋurru – dhawalaŋu (custodian 
of law)

Dämbu-ŋarramirr (supervisor)

Ḏalkaramirr/ Djirrikaymirr
(carries out ceremonies)

Goŋ-gamanuŋkumirr (painter)
Gumurr-dhukunmirr (carver)
Goŋ-djekulu (gathering and 
sharing information)

Ŋurru – dhawalaŋu (leads 
dancing)
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gurruṯu

local

national

international
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Ŋamaŋamayun yuṯa gurruṯu! – Building new relationship!


