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Engaging Governance Work
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Ian Mongunu Gumbula

• Tribe - Daygurrgurr Gupapuyŋu
• Skin name - Buḻany 
• Homeland – Djiliwirri
• Great-grandmother - Rirratjiŋu (Yalaŋbara) 
• Grandmother – Lamamirr (Nanydjaka)
• Mother – Golumala (Barrkira)
• Great-great-grandmother – Wangurri (Dhäliny)

“I can clearly see the pathway how 
community research work and 
governance practice need to be 
discussed in my community.”



You still remain who you are… 
But you are featuring in other 
environments 
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Cultural governance model in Yolŋu 
structure 
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Cultural Governance of Djiliwirri

Djiliwirri

Gamunuŋgu

coat of arms

Bathi

basket holding the 
knowledge

Manikay

songline

Matha

language

Gurruṯu

kinship

Buŋgul

ceremony



Establishing the cultural platform - groups and roles 



Sovereignty is our 
land and country to 

which we have a long 
connection. Land has 

given us the rights.

Reconciliation is about 
honouring and respecting. Land 

itself gives us everything as a 
safeguard for generations to

come.

Diplomacy is the process in 
which an authoritative person 
acts according to the law that 

comes from the land.

Creating that area for Yolŋu decision making  
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Research and policy work 

12



Electoral engagement 
research work

• Local researchers working in 
their own community 

• Ground up research, not 
someone from outside coming 
in 

• What people saw was the main 
purpose of voting, or not 
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Capturing the 
importance of how 
people see the 
Yolŋu worldview 

14



Languages work 
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How leaders are feeling about their 
languages 

Clans
School
Language centre 
Canberra



Impact 

What is the change from our 
involvement? The impact of doing 
things within ourself, our 
organisations, the communities?

Seeing the importance of key area of 
responsibility of togetherness, 
organisations and community 
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Thank you

Any questions…


